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USDA United States Forest Lolo National Forest Building 24, Fort Missoula
Depariment of Service Missoula, MT 59304-7297
_Agriculture 406 329-3750

File Code: 2500
Date: November 24, 2014

Michelle McGree

Future Fisheries Improvement Program Officer
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks

1420 East Sixth Avenue

P.O. Box 200701

Helena, MT 59620-0701

406-444-2432

To Ms. McGree and the Future Fisheries Panel,

The Missoula Ranger District strongly supports the Clark Fork Coalition’s grant application for the Upper
Lolo Sediment Reduction and Fisheries Connectivity Project. The Clark Fork Coalition is applying for
Future Improvement funds to work with the Lolo National Forest to decommission impactive roads in the
East Fork of Lolo Creek and other tributaries on lands previously owned by private industry. Primary
goals are native fish connectivity and reducing sediment deliveries.

The Clark Fork Coalition is rigorously leading efforts to address these issues by working closely with
Lolo National Forest staff for all project phases. In 2009, the Lolo National Forest acquired over 32
square miles of forest lands in Upper Lolo Creek that are significantly impacted by sediment generated by
forest roads and failing culverts. Montana Department of Environmental Quality has established
significant sediment reduction goals in this area of former checkerboard pattern land ownership. Prior to
the land acquisition, the Lolo National Forest had previously decommissioned over 100 miles of road and
replaced 10 priority undersized culverts to establish fish passage. This project is a continuation of that
term restoration effont.

Tight budgets and limited staffing makes working collaboratively and championing these efforts more of
a priority than ever. The headwaters of Upper Lolo Creek are projected to remain cold in climate
projection models and therefore are expected to be even more vitally important in the future. We
appreciate the Clark Fork Coalition’s assistance, and we need this support to continue our important work
in these tributaries.

Thank you very much for the funding opportunity and your continued work for conserving natural
resources. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

{s/ Jennifer Hensiek
JENNIFER HENSIEK
Missoula District Ranger

ce: Dustin Walters, Shane Hendrickson

@ Caring for the Land and Serving People Prinitad on Recyeled Papes ﬁ
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USDA United States Forest Lolo National Forest Building 24, Fort Missoula
= Department of Service Missoula, MT 59804-7297
_Agriculture 406 329-3750
File Code: 2500)

Date: November 24, 2014

Future Fisheries Program
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
1420 East Sixth Avenue

P.0O. Box 200701

Helena, MT 59620-0701
406-444-2432

To Future Fisheries Panel Members,

I"'m writing this letter for your consideration in funding the grant application submitted by the Clark Fork
Coalition (CFC) for the Upper Lolo Creek Sediment Reduction and Fisheries Connectivity Project. The
CFS’s efforts and funding support are an instrumental component to our resource improvement needs in
Upper Lolo Creek, which is dominated by a very large road network within what was formerly “checker-
board™ ownership between industrial forestry lands and the Lolo National Forest (LNF). Recently, the
industrial land has transferred into public ownership under the jurisdiction of the LNF. As you may be
aware, Upper Lolo Creek is MT DEQ 303(d) listed impaired water body and designated critical bull trout
habitat by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

The change in land ownership enables an outstanding opportunity to develop a minimal road system and
eliminate roads that are problematic to fisheries and water quality. Your assistance is needed to provide
the collaboration and funding support necessary to leverage additional funds and achieve these goals. The
LNF is currently limited in staffing and funding necessary to address the needs, and the Clark Fork
Coalition is a proven, highly successful organization with whom the Forest is aligning to co-tackle the
issues and make the necessary water and fish improvements oceur.,

The LNF has a long history of restoration investment in Upper Lolo Creek since the late 1980s, and there
is much more to accomplish. Before the land acquisition, Missoula Ranger District had recently
decommissioned over 100 miles of road with nearly 65 miles of active road treatments, including
recontouring, removing almost 40 culverts, and resizing 10 culverts to pipe-arches or bridges that provide
fish passage through stream simulation methods and 100-yr design flow accommodation.

This proposed effort championed by the Clark Fork Coalition would focus on decommissioning very
specific roads — roads that are sediment sources, and roads that impede fish passage. Please assist us in
our collaborative efforts by supporting CFC’s grant application. Thank you for your time and
consideration.

Sincerely,

s/ Traci Sylte

TRACI SYLTE

Soil, Water, and Aquatics Program Manager

Lolo National Forest

ce: Dustin Walters, Shane Hendrickson, Jennifer Hensiek

@ Caring for the Land and Serving People Frirded on Recycled Papar G
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WestSlope Chapter of Trout Unlimited,
PO Box 7165 Missoula, MT 59807-7165
406-546-3005

- Westslnp;‘ﬁl'ﬁpﬁi'

Trout Unlimited

September 25, 2014

To Whom It May Concern

I am writing on behall of WestSlope Chapter of Trout Unlimited in order to show our support of the Upper Lolo Sediment

Reduction Project.

We have always been in favor of the decommissioning of roads and their associated culverts that have historically added
sediment to the Clark Fork and surrounding watersheds, We have supported many such projects financially as part of our
work, When a large-scale well planned project such as this one has objectives that include monitoring for project

clfectiveness and outreach to educate members of the community and government agencies, we couldn’t be more pleased.

The main goals of WestSlope Chapter of Trout Unlimited are to conserve, protect and restore our area's cold-water
fisheries and their watersheds. These goals also include educating the public on the importance of clean cold water and
healthy hshenes. For these reasons WestSlope Chapter of Trout Unlimited supports The Upper Lolo Sediment Reduetion

Project both philosophically and financially,

Sincerely,
ames Sherl

James Short
President, WestSlope Chapter of “Trout Unlimated



019-2 e s e &,.;____;;;_Lj,pperégg  Creek

i The mission of the LWG is to understand and
ozato- PWetersted

conserve the unique characteristics of the
Lolo Creek Watershed, including its wildlife and
o fisheries, scenic and rural character, local
P.0. Box 1354, Lolo, MT 59847

agriculture, and recreational opportunities whils
supporting private property and water rights

September 26, 2014

To  Robert Ray, Watershed Protection Section Supervisor Water Quality Planning Bureau
Department of Environmental Quality
P.O. Box 200901
Helena, MT 59620-0901

RE: Support for Clark Fork Coalition 319 project proposal

Lolo Creek has been classified as impaired due to sedimentation throughout many tributaries and the main
stem of Lolo Creek. In the upper reaches of Lolo Creek, sedimentation sources include forest roads, some of
which are no longer needed, with failing erosion control structures, and failing or undersized culverts. The
Lolo Creek Watershed Restoration Plan specifies opportunities for improving the Lolo Creek cold-water
fisheries and aquatic life and for reducing sedimentation. Those opportunities include removing roads that are
no longer needed, removing inadequate culverts, and bringing remaining roads up to current Best
Management Practice standards.

The project proposed by the Clark Fork Coalition will address sedimentation and fisheries concerns identified
in the Lolo Creek Watershed Restoration Plan, meeting the plan’s suggestions for restoration projects on 25
miles of forest roads. The Lolo Watershed Group supports this project proposal as a means to work toward
meeting goals set in the Lolo Creek WRP,

Sincerely,
Roberta A. Bartlette
Roberta A. Bartlette

President
Lolo Watershed Group
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Upper Lolo Creek Sediment Reduction and Fisheries Connectivity Project

H. Land Management and Maintenance Plan

All land management and maintenance plans are addressed under mandates, standards, and
guidance as required by the Lolo National Forest Plan and Inland Native Fish Strategy, in
addition to other Executive Orders. These provisions require the Forest to “meet or exceed”
State requirements, which manifests commonly in land management planning and
implementation that far exceeds protections offered by other means. For additional and/or
specific details, please reference the Forest Plan and/or Inland Native Fish Strategy. In
addition, these tributaries are also delineated by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service within the
Bull Trout Conservation Strategy as critical habitat, which also provides additional protections
for current and future management. This project lies within the Lolo National Forest’s
Management Area 16, which is currently designated as timber harvest. There is no
merchantable timber, and will not be any for the next 50 years or more, in the areas accessed
by the roads proposed for decommissioning. There are no plans by the forest service to open
these roads up after decommissioning occurs, especially with the level that the roads will be
decommissioned to (Level 5, full recontour). In terms of maintenance there should not be any
needed due to the removal of all associated culverts and complete reconstruction of the road
prism back to native state.





